









■ Brian Lambert 

After all the evidence has been 
rented the question that re- 
tina is. Why is it important to ' 
:ow? The House Select Com mi t- 
.* on Assassinations (HSCA) 

H soon release its final report, 
u* motivations and actions of 
aracters so fascinating to 
indents of assassinations," as 

• e local Congressman called 
tics of the Warren Commission, 

.1 most likely continue to be ^ 
nored by a majority of Amen-, 
ns. In most instances this is the * 
me majority that profoundly 
ubts the “lone gunman” theory 
political homicide. It is a case of 
majority of our contemporaries 
ring no personal advantage in ' 
;wwing who killed leaders of this 
eiety, and why. 

One of the great ironies of the 
arren Commission is that it 
-riy sought to avoid creating 
--'h hysteria and mass paranoia, 
technological society, the 
mmission seemed to reason, 

- - accept a bad machine going 
ry. But a country like the 
? ir ed States, which relishes 
;rder dramas of an hour's 
ration, prefers not to deal with 
labyrinth of viciousness and 
hlessness so apparent in the 
nhs of John and Robert Ke i- 
dy and Martin Luther King. In 
ch traumas the heroes and 
!!ains ore real, and in a way 

- re all like the audience of 38 
ople who watched Kitty Geno 

being killed in the doorway 
ner apartment house. 

The men who investigated 
hn Kennedy's murder decided 

* American public could not 
;>e with something as horrible 

a conspiracy. In turn, the., 

■ blic by and large has reason to 
pect that the government is ‘ 
-■apable of dealing candidly 
th its constituents during any 
itional crisis. Hysteria may. 1 
rve been avoided, or muted, by * 

- »*xtra-fegnl indictment* of Lee ' 


>n.sl*ftu. 

1 ‘ursuing the murderers of John 
ennedy is not an adventure in 
istalgia for lost idealism, nor is 
.solution to the president’s death 
nostrum for the doubts and 
securities of modern man. 
t is not simply to know who 
’led the two Ken nedys or Martin 
uiher King that an exhaustive 
mitigation is necessary. It is to 
nderstand our history, which in 
■>ence is to know who we are and 
■ understand where the person- 
sties and machinations of the 
esent are likely to lead us. 
r or a nation so proud of its 
-fen sc* of democracy we are, 
ith reference to organized crime, 
>i ^rating an untenable degree of 
holly undemocratic activity 
ithin our daily' lives. We express 
mcern for our safety from street 
rune or any other form of 
loience or intimidation. Many of 
-i acknowledge the wealth and 
ifluence of organized crime 
aerating in a vertical system 
om respected household name 
uporations on down to extor- 
■rusts, pimps and drug^dealers 
oving through/ the city 'streets. 
s a frighteningly real drama 
;tt we would rather ignore— as 
■>ugh .in so doing we would 
ike it less menacing or our lives 
>re secure. Our reaction is to 
;>ume a pose of studied inno- 
nce as though our ignorance 
.! protect our lives and our 
aposedly precious democratic 
mciples. 

A full, credible investigation of 
murder of JFK is an act of 
fiance. It demonstrates a will- 
gness on the part of the govern- 
■nt to confront the hoodlum 
ment. A confrontation that 
•uld stand in stark contrast to 
'* preposterous, hollow rhetoric 
law and order politicians who 
.me criminals as simply car 
! * ves or psychopathic sex 
nders. 

or tactical" purposes the ap- 
mtment of a special indepen- 
nt prosecutor such as Archibald 
x was during the Watergate 
. cstigations has been suggested 
an appropriate course of 


operate independent of the FBI 
and the CIA. A task force, under a 
special prosecutor would, or 
should be created with the pri- 
mary intention of discovering 
how, why and who killed John 
Kennedy. It'should .not be estab- 
lished as the Warren Commission, ' 
and as several politicians have 
explained to me the HSCA was/" 
"to satisfy lingering doubts." Asg; 
the Warren Commission demon- ' 
strated, there is a wide g*ulf 
between assuaging the most.' 
visible concerns of the public and 1 
achieving a full understanding of ' 
a turning point in moderahistory.' 

It is not at all certain that the ;• 
HSCA will advocate the appoint- 
ment of a special prosecutor. As 1 
was mentioned in the first install-; ; ; 
ment of this series ( Reader , April’* 
27} the HSCA was startled and 
chagrined to discover that tangi-\ 
ble evidence existed proving the - 
involvement of a second gunman. . 
The nine congressmen composing 
the HSCA were intent, initially,/ 
on appeasing Warren Commis- r? 
sion critics and the few querulous 
reporters with a limited, but 
nevertheless reopened, investiga- 
tion— an investigation into the 
work of the FBI, CIA, 1 and the 
I exas and Dallas police depart- 
ments, not the wide-ranging 
inquiry necessary to ascertain the 
identities of whoever might he ; 
involved in the assassination. 

On the basis of its research and 
the police dictabelt recording of 
the shooting in Dealey Plaza, the' 
HSCA finds itself in possession of 
an array of identities, inter- 
relationships and activities that 
have a much narrower, clearer, 
focus. As much as the FBI would 
like to believe there “were two 
lone nuts instead of one" firing 
simultaneously at the president^ 
fas it suggested last December in * 
response to the dictabelt analy- 
sis), the single assassin theory 
has now been thoroughly dis- 
credited. The truth of the whole 
affair is rising inexorably to the 

front of public consciousness. The ■ 
HSCA must decide how politically 
practical.it is for them to perpetu- 
ate the official attitude of benign 
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If the Warren Commission’s , 
conclusions in conjunction with 
the curiously uncritical support'; 
they received from the nation’s 
leading media institutions failed 
to convince the public, it is highly' 
unlikely that the HSCA will be.‘ 
able to extinguish the flames of 
suspicion that will be fanned with 
the information they’ve acquired. 
'It becomes a question of how; 
vociferously the HSCA presses. 
. for a full investigation, and by * 
whom. 

\ • t ‘ t v 

The killing of President Ken- 
nedy is unlike any previous' 
assassination. "People a*re still 
arguing over the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln,” people have 
said by way of dispelling criti- 
cism and fear. The difference is. 
that Abe Lincoln was n’t murdered 
in front of a movie camera. 
Neither was John Wilkes Booth, 
for that matter. 

L The fact that any citizen can see ; 
an assassination taking place, . 
and see the violent backward 
snap of the president’s head and 
body powerfully indicts the pro- 
bity of anyone who suggests 
Kennedy had a single assassin. 
In the age of images and sensa- 
tions we can relive, at will, our 
. shock and grief at the murder' 
and; inevitably, our distrust of* 
those who have vainly tried to 
persuade us with an unbelievable 
'theory. 

This distrust is reflected in the 
responses I received from 13 
. junior high students in an Apple 
Valley history class. None of the 
13 thought it possible for a single 
man to have carried out the 
murder. Said one girl, "Since they 
only caught one and there pro- 
bably were more to it than that, 
the others will think that they can 
get away with killing the presi- ; 
dent.” Another replied, "I think 
there might have been three, 
people. Maybe Oswald didn’t get 
the shot that hit him. He might 
have hit the governor first, or 
missed, but someone else might 
have been involved. Now they 
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those people crowding around the 
. president.” 

" Three students hod more refined 
ideas of what happened that day 
in 1963, the year they were born: 

“I think he was killed because , 
organized crime had things pretty 
good and didn’t want things to 
/change.” , 

“My folks think it was part of a. 
big organization. Because the guy 
'that shot him was later killed by * 
another guy, who was probably 
‘ part of an organization. By 
killing Oswald they stopped him 
^from telling anything, like who he 
"was employed by.” 

“I think his (Kennedy’s) death 
: sort of woke people up to the fact 
that conspiracies go on and that 
secret deals are made, which 
people didn’t think about much 
before.” 

' On one hand such talk is the 
conjecture of innocents. On the 
other hand the 13 students of an 
affluent, mid western suburb are 
unanimous in their belief that 
some clandestine force has exert- 
ed murderous control over our 
government. ’ 1 

It is important to know who 
killed John Kennedy because it is 
entirely possible that the truth 
may be less unsettling than the 
sinister myths engendered by 
years of -doubt. It is the situation 
of a hunting party sent out to do 
battle with a horrible dragon. 

* While the dragon remains unseen 
in its cave, the imagination of the ■ 
hunters knows no bounds. The' 
beast grows and grows. But once 
the dragon is lured into the light, 
its teeth and talons can be 
counted and its weaknesses 
determined. It becomes possible 
to plot strategies, and in time the 
monster can be killed. 

-t t t t t 

Since Congress is in the posi- 
tion of making the first assault 
against the people most likely 
responsible for JFK’s death, it 
seemed reasonable to expect the 
Congressmen representing the 
Twin Cities area to have an 
opinion on the affair. Only Bruce 



Vento of St. Paul was prepared or 
willing to discuss the matter in 
any depth. 

After prefacing his remarks 
with the usual disclaimers (‘Tm 
not a student of the process”) and 
(“[Congress] is not well suited to 
conduct an investigation of this 
sort”), Vento toughened his tone 
when asked whether he believed 
that most people would rather not 
know what went on. 

‘T don’t care if they don't want 
to know,” he said emphatically. 
"If this is as serious as iFmight be, 
we ought to be doing what has to 
be done. We have to convince 
people that we’ve conducted a 
thorough investigation. We have 
an obligation to convince people. 
Whatever the facts, we’d be better 
off having them, than not.” 

Asked if on the merits of evi- 
dence contained in the HSCA 
report a special prosecutor would 
be warranted, VenU/said, “I'd be 
leaning towards throwing this 
ball back to the administration or 
the Justic Departments But, I 
don’t think Carter will be too 
receptive to a new investigation. 
[The Carter Administration] has 
=•- been very lukewarm towards this 
committee, particularly [Attorney 
General] Griffin Bell.” Vento 
■ “ added quickly- that he doubted it 
‘ was simply Carter's political 
problems vis a vis Ted Kennedy— 
the surviving brother and peren- 
nial candidate, 

Vento insinuated that Carter , 
could make political mileage out 
of acceding to a reopened investi- 
gation, but that until provided 
with indisputable evidence of 
conspiracy the president was 
inclined to act with extreme 
caution. 

Martin Sabo, the newly elected 
DFL Congressman from Minnea- 
polis, replied succinctly, “I have 
no particular interest in assass- 
ination work” and/he added, “I 
have no sense of the influence of 
, organized crime.” I asked him if 
he could remember what he found 
convincing about the Warren 


auy. It was bo long ago and n 
wasn't something I was involved 
with. But, you know, I think it's 
true that so many times truth is 
stranger than fiction." 

, t t t t t : . 

\ Fiction and rumormongering 
will continue to corrode the 
instructive value of history as 
long as the truth remains a 
frightening commodity. It is the 
duty of elected officials, it would 
seem, to do whatever neccesary to 
convince the public that the truth 
is something we can accept. 

Jimmy Carter has called re- 
solving the energy crisis, "the 
moral equivalent of war,' 1 The 
same phrase is appropriate to an 
inquest into the three assassina- 
tions of the '60s. A "war" requires 
that men and women of good will 
summon their strength to con- 
front and subdue evil. Unpleasant 
as it may be, such is the obligation 
of every citizen. . 

As Albert Camus said, “On that 
day ... when crime dons the 
apparel of innocence, it is inno- 
cence that is called upon to justify 
its existence." □ 
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